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Abstract: Through research and analysis on 22 precedents rendered by
various levels of Chinese courts regarding liquid cargo shortage claims, this
article reveals the main viewpoints of Chinese courts on carriers’ defence of
liability exemption in such kind of cases and points out there exist different
opinions in the Chinese maritime judicial practice on the issue whether
carriers are entitled to exemption from all or part of the compensation
liability for liquid cargo shortage and that there exists no clear criterion on
carriers’ burden of proof for liability exemption. Based on our recent
representation experience in defending against a crude oil shortage claim
and the said summary review on the opinions of various Chinese courts,
this article makes a brief discussion on such issue and carries it here for
readers’ reference.
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